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: The Ba11ard Vale Gazette
“7 «published by the =7~
Ballard Vale Village ~
Improvement Society
-id Ballardvale. Mass.
a7 Jeg63 fOr thes 1hoiil:
150th Annzversary Celebration
'.,,_. “zi’f‘"ﬁ}"f ~ LS S0
+. Ruth A, Sharpe.: - -
Edited fW'Charlott:e Tyning
‘- yﬂ'g‘x Robert s. Hamj-lton. Sr.
-1§m‘q as z=d sredr JITR -
our V111age}fThen-— >
« Fa oy edns Lf)s“ r
Excerpts from an article
written =~ in December 1867
entitled the”- "Hlstory of “our
v1llage, describes’ the lofty
spires and; towering3” chimneys
where just a few. years: ago
there was nothing but swamp.
The Shawsheen R1ver”portrayed
as majesticj rolléd on "through
the! valleys, # unobstructed by
any artificial breastwork to
impede its progress, and only
one® house’ existed on the east
51de "of the river, that being
connected to the Grist Mill
and occupled the site of the

BalIardl Vale Factory which
produced fine flannels. This.”
company *produced™ the. ~ “first

all-wools delaine goods ever
produced: in Americat: The
Boston and Maine. or1g1na11y
ran east of the village and
was relocated to run’ directly
through the;;busyi settlement
which now had‘a machine shop,
a famous : hotel,e the. Beedle
(noy the ¢ Raynorﬁﬁyousej, the
best managedi% woolenﬁamanufac-
tures in thlS‘ country, an
extensive file and manufactur-
ing establishmentﬁ 5”??uc1ble,
fire brick’ and, stove polish
manufacturer w1th‘J,wor1dw1de
reputat1on, aﬁ hat j‘factory.
shoe and ,gas coﬁpanles, six
stoves,’¥a*~ tin' shop“7 black-
smith, a barberk shop, one
church four’ religlous socie-
ties, a temperance group, and
to then.‘ disgrace o% all--four
rum shops, - The crownlng glory

5,

=t . —
will be the: public common on
Pole Hill, fifty acres where
in the centre will be -a
magnificent flagstaff, to bear
aloft our national emblem.

- -1

The orlg1n of the name of

‘the village refers to the mill

and house owned by the Ballard
family. From his name and the
natural lay of the land arose
the now celebrated Ballard
Vale. The name of the river
came from the sharp edged
grass called "saw, skin" by the
Indians located’ one mile south
of here near' the farm of
Benjamin Burtt. Thus came the

name we know, Shawsheen.

"“.«

The Flrst“"Ballardvale
Librarian to be Honored

The late Martha D. Byington,
who died in 1950 at the age of
77, will be honored by the
Town of Andover,™ on Monday,
November 11th, 1985 as part of
the annual Veteran's Day
observance at_the Ballard Vale
Green, commenc1ng at 11330 AM.

“
“ﬂ~§r-s rl

Born in Westford VT . grad-
vate of, Mt. Holyoke College,
she assumed” ;Eth librarian
position in 1%l3 and remained
there for almost. 30 years.

A flagpole, to ‘be dedicated
in her memoryu has recently
been erectedl*on the site of
the orlginal brggchJ library.
The pr1nc1pa1 address will Dbe
given by Brig.- General John E.
Haggerty (Ret. ).~ brother of
Franklin Haggerty of Andover
Street. State® and  local
officials, a% m111tary honor
guard, veteran,sv groups, the
Andover High School Band and a
Clan McPherson™ pipe will be
participating ing,the service
of observance. L5,
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Richard J. Bowen
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Cur Village
1875 to Now

Unforgettable People,
Places, & Politics

Local stores in Ballard Val
were  impressive places, an
were quite often visited b
unforgettable people back i
the 1920's & 1930's.

J. W Stark & Sons, Meats
Provisions, successor to J., C
Stark, was their name and tht
sale of prime beef was: thei:
game. Their butcher shop was
as clean as a whistle., It hac
gas lamps, a freshly ¢ scrubbec
meat display tablé, and ¢
round red oak chopping block.
The hamburg was hand ground
with a dash of pork for flavor
and juice, and it was always
ground twice. A kid could
earn a hot dog if he ground up
a few pounds of hamburg for
Mr. Stark. When Mr. Stark
died, the secret recipe for
corning beef died with him,

Politics was always the main
subject at Stark's Market with
Irving Shaw, Joe Stott, and
Bill Ready participating each
day. Bill* Ready's  horse,
"Kitty," was always out front
hitched to the buggy. She
waited for Bill to win an
argument once in a while, get
his meat and Lawrence’ Evening
Tribune, make. a "U" turn to
the horse waterlng'trough to
let "Kitty" have 'd drink, and-
head on' home. Amos Loomer,
Purveyor: of Prime Beef & Pork,
stopped by once a week: with
his meat truck, just to keep
them honest. George Bruce
used to kid them about rigging,
the price of hamburg at $.20

per pound. T
w ‘13

Cootinued.on pege 5.-
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D;d !bu Know?

Al ‘“ g '}..‘5’»
. aais e B4
R ST TR A a?alamur ;.'.5:“.
iwdtz. Thati thév Ballard Vale::

© Machiiig Shop”was Built in 1847+
“of stone that was brought four‘
miles through- the~ woods and

that’ in 1848 they made ' a

number of locomotlves for the

Androstoggin fﬁand" Kennebec

Rallroad. N

RLS -i
That thé first successful
machine-cut steel files were
made at the Whipple File Co.
in Ballard Vale in the 1850's.
That the Ballard Vale Lithia
. Spring Water Works stated in
1880 and- furnished the only
carbonated. water carried by
the Un1ted States Navy when
they 'wént on_. their world
cruise in 1912.4

A ('rcﬂ t'ah.m 'I'cnor wntcs, (Transiui w)
GENTLEMENT
1 make it my duly 10 eXpress to yuu my
aratitivde for the excellent results which 1
have obtained. and am stitl olnaining from
. the use of your Ballardvale Lithia Water. -
. You can recommend it, with full con-
Izdcnﬂ o all persons having Arthritie or
Lhcumatie d ){o:mmﬂ. and | am confident
thaf, like¢ uh sélf, they will congramlate
‘themselves after 4t use, which Is both
ugueablemud eany.
. FRANCESCO TA‘!AG\O
\mnu. Decembcr 18, 1590.

v
.

Sv. Many's Curnc, Lawrence, Mass,
Battanuvate Lituta Waren Co.

Gratirmen :=We have heea using yonr Spring
Watry ever since It was fiost placed fo the innrket nhaut
five vears agn, 11 has naw become al'uesst 4 necesety
in our hoaee, suid we charitally yeeomne ned i for al)
that bias heen claimea fir it, as 2 e Lah'r w aler,

Yaurs, j,\\ SoOTREILLY, O‘A
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FINE v?mm FLANNELS,

Domulr, Zepbyn. Slmlen. [{LN

F'.‘G. uams ‘& co.,
Dtul

Tlnall l-'n.ll M y e
3 Q‘ga

ﬁ,\rd Were, Boots and Ehoes, nead; 3!..«

e A

DRY and FAHCY GOODS

tjoaery, :s'nn, ‘l"rul!. etloy
Ballard Vale, . «F-.

Mass.

. -uCloanE, ce,.. - =
nu,zum VALEY i - mss.
‘,-" J. monmson
‘ ' D-'\lcr!n"" v

Grocenes, ﬁry; Goods, {

naou and Shoes, Cla.hlns. Slatlonery, Canu-c- .

FLOWERS end PLANTS

'BINGRAMS, on Tekshary Shoée,

Touse Plants. Bumemer [2
want Finwers and Tomaln
DINQUAN

fa the plnce to bn {
f"i"ﬁﬂ‘ 0:3 nf'u“r'.':: ¢l1es of gands,
AR el un:n.ak st Low Priees.

-

'c.nm-:xa ’&' 'WOODLIN,
. Dcuenlh
Choice Famxly Groceries,

West Indla Goods ud connxry Froduce, Crock-
X ery, Glass nd Wooden Ware,

Schoo! House Bmldang. Ballard Valz, Mass,

L ren-on

W O OQD. '
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8 c‘xarg i e up
passeﬁégrs%’ endiﬁé At dances
held ai: ”Parkev‘s L Canot House
and* ncel M ”"Ml%a"awtg‘d" off
Andover Street

in t e center

I O K’ - ¥ %"
That .the first -railroad
opened in, theJ summer .of3 1836
from W1lm Iéton to ,Andover,
) entered Bal ard’. Vale. in: the

.. rear of theﬁ _South School and

that the._,qrig1na1 . Railway
Station stilk stands on
Andover Street:ée

** That n 1848 the Ballard

Vale Dlstricta School had 178
pupils and; pnly 2. teachers,
who receiveg a, salary of  $40
per mpnthgmh, 4 «»Lﬁ‘%

. B
That 1q 1890 the ne ,ﬁallard
ﬁVale School: was, theﬂmﬂonly
school in, Andover t}nrniphed
w1th running Town watqrﬁgg
it
That the Ballard Vale Stone-
ware Mfg. Co. handpainted blue
decorations on their jugs and

2

crocks in the style of
Vermont's famous, Bennirgton
Potters. P

That Ballard Vale had some
of the most glorious Fourth of
July celebrations held in this
area. . Their: - bonfires,
Horribles' Parades, and water
sports, especially the. canoe-
tilting contests, attracted
hundreds from m11es around.

That wonderful concerts ‘were
presented at the Ballard Vale
Mills Stand’ and, that the
Ballard Vale Fifé and Drum
Corps was one 6f éh best,

l“?

1875 - - = . Eniguia. :
Iam composed of 22 lcucrs\. Y]
4,20, 13, isa welght, my 1, 1, 6,
14, 19, iu a xmluary standard or fla;
nmy 38, 16 10, is o nickname ; my 15,:
-+ 2,22,isa heiﬁixre of distance ; my 1.
w9 21, is & fémale name; my 12, 1!
" 18, is cot desirable to be, My whol
- isof mcnlculablo value to Ballard Val¢

Answer to an Enigma on
Page 5 : -
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‘has 7always been a

History of Our Churches
f-?‘:p—

Church on Hall Avenue .%and
Clark Road, erected in ;1967

represents the confluence of
two denom1nat1ons. The é&irst

‘was “the Methodist Eplscopal
‘services *e

which held informal
as early as 1829, again in the
1840's and received % its
charter in February 1850. The
othet,’ representlng 1% several
denominatlons. was the ‘Ballard
Vale Union Society formed in
March of 1850, becomlng the
Union Congregation :Church on

Deceniber 31, 1854, It was the
fourth church of that denom-
ination in town. - Following a
century of independence, the
two churches mergéd on April
2, 1955 to form ‘the" Ballard
Vale United Church and remains
affiliated with both ' founding
conferences., The  present
structure at Hall Avenue and
Clark Road was occupied in
November 1967.

St. Joseph's Roman Catholic
Church was erected in 1881 to
fill the needs of parishioners
living in the southern section
of the town, although masses
had been celebrated since 1866
in a hall over the Boston and
Maine depot. ‘The priests
traveled by horseback weekly,
but by the late
hall had become inadequate and
a small, wooden frame mission
was built on High Street in
1881. Like many of the
churches in Andover carriage
sheds for the horses and
buggies were built for those
attending mass,
from as far away as Tewksbury
and Wilmingtokn St. Joseph's
mission
church, with a priest in at-
tendance from St. Augustine's.

J. S. STARK,
. PROVISION DEALER.

Beel, Pork, uuuon. Lamb Y-.al. t..ud. Tams
o W and Vegmbm.

Juder, School Huse, dadovsr Strcet,
BALLARD VALE, 3i33.
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Notice ~ Any
to select

surrounded by
and by Waters

person desiring
nice’ ﬁﬁﬂﬂolmes,
grassy ‘Platts,
that ‘are never
Ryley, after Raynor .at any
other time, but that ‘Rolland
tumble in their native }purity
between their Banks of Greene.
..and where the F1nus of the
fishes--though no
Bigger than a Bean,--may be

discerned, no matter Howell
they may try to conceal them-
selves. To all who Lovejoy
and reJoyce in the beauties of
nature, our village is open.
Our Rhodes are* good but
Walkers may take their choice
of them, or the Fields or
Woods. The heart that could
not Foster a 1love for such a
place must be Blunt to all
feeling. It matters not
whether you are 'a Scott, or if
Irish, or from Holland or
Poland, or if your hands are
Brown with toil, if you are a
Maon and without "“Gile, we
welcome you. e

1875

Did You Know?

-vu;»

That the Cralghead and Kintz
Co., besides making kerosene
lamp fixtures, made beautiful
bronze plaques and other
. decorative items before it was
destroyed by fire .on May 13,
1898. ¥

CRAIGHEAD & KINTZ COMPANY

CRAGHIAD & BULOR, Saims, ACHTE
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‘Ballard Gale Advucrtiscments

JOSEPH RUSSELL. |
| o .
Dult:l';:f ’::m

FISH, OYSTERS ND CLAMS,!

|
Ballxrd V. A!e.
TR

1875

“SHAWSHEEN.”

Old siream of Lome, thy waters Sow
Through quict vale ard resdow;
Across thy tide the breczes blow,
.And clouds make light and shdow ;
Ttronzh forest tlmlc acd grzsey glade,
4nd wkere the Lilics Llowing,
Give to tc 8ir thcir frazrance rare,
Ty peaceful woves are Lowing.

I loites op thy prassy bask§
Aud Lear the birds’ sweet singing
In the green rushes, tall and rack,
Aloag tby brink upspringing ;
1 trace the glimmer of thy wave,
Through ficlds of grain and clover,
To where thy pesceful waters leve
The hills of 0Oid Andover.

Dy grander streams my fect Lave sirsyed,
By streams renowacd lo story

Have seen the Hudson’s palisade
o S@Glutseaset glorys

Harve seca thy waters flask and gleam,
Thy rapids in commotlon,

St. Lawreace, Ly whose lordly stroam
The lales flow to the ocesn.

I've paced the lonely scatry beat

. Along Potomac’s side;

After the march, in dust and Leat,

1 bave Lathed in James'® tide.

Peiside the banks of tapidsa

. Hare lived in winter quurtens;

Aud crosscd, in face of sbot and shell,
" The Rappaliannock’s waters,

Somebiow, o matter where I ronm,
Howerer fuir the scene,

Aly thooghts go back to boyhood 's bome,
And thy watcrs, dear Shawsheen;

For mo no grunder river fows,
And whea carth’s tics I sever,

Afey I beside its waves repose,~
1is peaceful waves,—forcver.

«T. T. WINTOROD

0LD SCHOVUL HOUSE ON THE RIS ¢!

'm !xudin‘ on faumillar groaad, -
Qn soll endesrcd to me

By mang thoughts of bye gone days,
Of youth aad lafuacy.

Old memories come crowdlog fasr,
And tesrs my eyellds 211,

As I gaze upon thy ruined plle,
Old ichoolhousa ua the Lill.

Through Summer's heat L’ve clliubed the hill,
tWhen roses wers la blow,

And trudged with merry, carelessalr,
Through wintry slewt and snow. -~

Thers Norsh drst lasplred iy heart
With luresjfirst sweutest thelll;

Rer memory Is ucud.
©Old schoolhouse o ths bllL.

The 'lll -Gower and the lvy grees,
Creep o'ec thy walls to-dsy; .
Time's blizhtlag hand hus marked the sput;
With tokens of decay. .
Where mesry valces echoed once,
All now 1s hushed aad atill;
" But thoa art aot aloae la chacge,
Old school hivuse oo the hill.

Tle yoethml hearts that sat with me
Gpoa thy rough hewa forms.

.Have perished aa the Sawera fads
Befare the Autumn storma.

They sleep beneacd the willows greea,
[a the churchyard calm sad still;.

Thou shalt ¢cho nevcrmarw uulr. 508K,
Old schoolhouse on the Lill.

1867 "’

Tl W,



Roy Haynes, U.S. Postmaster

& Grocer, was unforgettable to -

many of us in the 1920's. My

brother, Jack, always enjoyed

the thrill of picking out a
nickel's worth of penny candy
from Roy and, just before the
‘transaction was completed,
he'!d run for the door with me
behind him. One day Roy threw
an egg at him, mlssed and
splattered the’ store wall
- George Bruce,‘“U.S. Post-
master & Grocer, “took over

ownership of Haynes' store in

the late 1920's- afﬁer serving’

his apprenticeship with Roy.
George always had ‘a way with
kids. When he cldsed the
store at 9:00 p.m., ve would
wait for him tb_ :say, "You
don't have to go fel las, but
you can't stay hére! So-o0-0,
roll your hoops!* His store
was always a fun place to
visit; and his wife, May,
never minded how many times we
asked, "Is there any mail for
us?" She helped make our days

in the "Vale" pleasant. Gene
Murnane, Dick Cooper, Dick
Sherry, and Bob Greenwood

served their apprentlceshlps
at George Bruce' s store.

Fred Buckley ran the store
.at Church & Andover Streets in
the 1920's and. sold out to
Fred Wrigley in the late 20's,
Fred Wrigley was killed in the
early 1930's, and‘- the store
was sold to "the O'Briems."
In the mid thirties, after a
change in Washington politics,
the post office was relocated
to their store, and Richard E.
O'Brien became the U.S. Post-
master. After Dick's untimely
death, his wife, Beatrice
Scott O'Brien, B®came our U,S.
Postmistress until the office
was placed under the Andover
Postal Service in the 1960's,

The "Nation Wide Store" at
the Boston & Maine Railroad
crossing was owned and
operated by our old friend,
George Cheyne, with Bill R11ey
as " his special assistant,
George carried “just about
everything and lived by the
old saying, “if we don't have

" John D

‘Riley - G?EEers.

ﬂié‘! "

1t-gpu noﬁ*t ‘néed

GeorgeHQ}had “several store
helpei‘ﬁuri hig,many _years
in E grocery. . business,
includ ng Ben: - Herrack, ., Tom
Lynch, ®8Jim - 0!Donnel¥, Frihk

Ha erg ‘%M:Lke"\Mulianey. gnd
hn y@?y;Bmil Rlley- always
said h oré; than thirty
years g‘ﬁ nd the .yood , (the
counter)?ﬁétarting ds a kid at
his fathés's storé, Poor &
in the old
“Bradlee‘ﬁgli" at River and
Andover Streets.'

Fred Shatéﬁck Sr. ran the
little st&fe '%t Tewksbury &
Center Streets and in thé late
1920's_it” das taken -over by
his sop, iFred Jr.»f Gasoline
for your "t1ﬂq;;zzae, if you
wvere lhcky ehpugh fb have one,
was, available aﬁd~ was hand
pumped, 0jl ~“for the kitchen
stove or ior lamps was sold
there, and it was a great stop
for a can .of soup, candy, or
tutti-frutti ice cream. The
speed of hdrsés was quite
often the main topic qf con-
versation atf’Shattuck 5. My
father ~ofte “‘told my old
friend he late Krthur Ness and
me, "If You boys knew your
school lesémhs as well as the
horses you'd~*be as smart as

~Steven,By1ngton," the pard .of

Ballard Vale. R E “y

PPN "o \,
9 ,gy P 4""" :r‘,:' .

»

"Parker s On The - Shawsheen
albays fasci;gted us with its
1ong marble “soda fountain and
ice cream 3tahles and .chairs.
The cande house ‘and dance hall
on the "Big" *River" topped it
off. In thé m1d—th1rt1es it
was called ?The Jack~0O-Lantern
Tea Room", bit s the smoke of
World War "I %was rising .n
Europe we were changing our
ways dnd habits "in small-town
America. - War came to us, and

our little downtown bu51nesses;
as we once knew them were gone

forever.
Our old school nouse, com-—
munity .rooms, , and library

“building “fell victim to 'a

politlcal wrecking ‘ball as ‘the
decade of the 80's approached.
All of us had fond memories of
our former town building that

offered us Boy Scout & Girl
Scout rooms, minstrel shows,

dance hall, bridge & whist
parties, etc. Many of us had
grandparents ..-and _ _ great-

grandparen@s who matrlculated
8t«§the~'u016 Schoq} - House, "
bu11t.1ong “before ¢the Civil
War 1n the late 1840'3.

= ..N -

Bradlee *Schooly built in
1839, "still stands  today
restored ' to itE  original

grandetir by Frances P. Reilly.
01d Brﬁﬂlee still holds a 1lot
of nostaIgia f6r many of us in
Ballard Vale. Our thoughts go
back to Gur teachers, pleasant
or otherwise, »end‘ _to  the
Mother's CIub. of Hlong ago and
the Bradlée . P. TQA,r*of more
recent days. W& consider
ourselves ‘fortufate “to have
gone to the "O0ld School,"
where we atl‘knew"éhch other.

In reminiscing, we must not
forget -our three houses of
worship in the '*Vale"; St.
Joseph's Church, The Congrega-
tional Church, and The
Methodist Church. The 1latter
two merged in somewhat recent
years to become The United
Church, They enriched and
influenced .our 1lives, along
with the Bradlee School, to
give us ~the closely  knit
friendliness . “that was so
prevalent in Bailard Vale in
our time,

Today old friends and new
will be “greeting each other
and sharing happy thoughts as
ve celebrate + " the 150th
Anniversary of 7the naming of
our -little v111age, Ballard
Vale. .

" ——Franklin K. Haggerty

.

add

Did You Know?

That tralns‘from Boston ran
excursions to the Grove on the

Shawsheen River . .in " Ballard
Vale, - . . = %
e -

Enigma Answer: - Boston

-#and Maine Railroad
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- Q . (the following article accompanied this§ map produced "The Andover Canoe Club Livery Cano

" N oo

‘ es are built to v~
e, in 1915) S a special design which is both safe and fast, being " .
R The new motor yacht "Wm. Ballard" of the Ballard particularly adapted to our beautiful stream. . h
2248 « ULine is built in a very unique manner, resting : These Kennebec canoes may be rented at 50 cents for «

almost wholly,on the surface of the river, requiﬁﬁng* five hours any time except Sunday 2 to 5 and Holidays .
but teninches of water when all of the thirty ¢ . when triple rate is charged. N
) _passengers are on board. AT

For the timid, we have an absolutely safe row boat,
<& . . This excursionihas:been likened to that of the '

-+ % ‘0k1awaha River of Florida and is one of the W

o e
J _ + natural beauty spots of our Commonwealth. ) f
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