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Our Village··;. Theri-;:_~r 
;, Jr~ ,_., .. ;;'J. t:J~: ebs!: r 

Excerpts from an article 
written in December 1~67 
entitled~ the0 "History' of .. our 
village,~ describ7s(~~e-_lofty 
spires andz towering-~- chimneys 
where jus~ a few. years~ ago 
there was nothing. but swamp. 
The Shawsheen River1rportrayed 
as majes,tfc;· :roll~d ~~·.through 
the: valleys, a unolistructed by 
any artificial breastwork to 
impede its progr_ess, a~d only 
one~ hou~s~e"" existed on the_ . east 
sider•of tne river~· thaf being 
con~cted to the. Grist Mill 
and occupied the site of the 
Bal1ardl Vale Factory· which_ 
pr~lac~d!!!ne ~!~~~e~f;"':: :~~s;":· 
company~ produced,." the.., first 
all-woolf delaine go9ds ever 
produced·. in America~: ·. The 
Boston and Main_e- originally 
ran east of the village and 
was relocated to run· directly 
through. t~eft~sf;~ -~ettle~ent: 
which now, ~ad:a.mac~ine shop, 
a famous_. -~fJ.fJ~ th,~~ >-Beedle 
(now the 5- Raynor~ou~~J , .. the 
best managed!ff'fdoifn~ .mS:nufac-
tures in this~ country,. an 

~,e - '"~"'" •extensive file·and manufactu~-
ing establishme~t~~~~ucible, 
fire brick-~;' and, 1 st~~~:-t P,olish 
manufacturer-,.!.w,it_'J.,t;::,worl~wide 
reputation, a? lia~~.,tfactory, 

"'"'j: ...M,.. ,.,~.,_..,.,.}-1i, • •shoe and . gas .. companies, six 
stoves1/;ri'-1 tfi{rs_no'p'•,i. black-
smith·, a. barber~-· shop, one 
church·, four-1 reifgi.'iius' socie-
ties, a temperance group,' and 
to thJ:,c ~t~gr~~iP~.r. ~-11--four 
rum shops~ ::.'TJie CJ~~n_ing glory 

c./ 
will be the: publfc common on 
Pole Hill, fifty acres where 
in the centre will be ·a 
magnificent flagstaff, to bear 
aloft our national emblem. 

The origin of the name _of 
·the village ~efers to the mill 
and house o~ried by_the Ballard 
family. From his name and the 
natural lay of the land arose 
the now celebrated Bal~ard 
Vale. The name of the river 
came from the sharp edged 
grass called "_sa'! skin" by the 
Indians  mile south 
of here nearr• the farm of 
Benjamin Burtt. Thus came tpe 
name we know; Shawsheen. . ·~ ""' 

The First~--~ _Ballardvale 
Librarian to be Honored 

. ·i !'I$ 
{ ! 

The late Mart~,~- Byington, 
who died in 1950 at t~e age of 
77 will be honored by the 
To~n of Andover,'- on Monday, 
November 11th, 1985 as part of 
the annual Veteran's Day 
obseryance atAt~~ B~ll~rd Vale 
Green, commenc~ng a;• .P :~30 AM. ......a.~.+..,.....;.,.,.~,- .. ,,.. {1, 

Born in Westforl~fVT~~- grad-
uate of, Mt. »ojyo,e~ folle?e' 
she assumed"·l.'th1t~ librarian 
positi~n in 1.,~!.r·an.?1..,, _7emai~ed 
there for almost::.. 30. years. 

A flagpole·,c-·t~'f'•b·e dedicated 
in her memory.it has recently 
been erected:;§!.,1:.Eh~·r site of 
the. origi_nal~ ..-~~1:A~.5.h.- l~brary • 
The principal ~d1tess·will be 
givep by Brig.·G3~eral John E•. 
Haggerty (Re~.• ) ,,i brother of 
Franklin Haggerti of Andover 
Street. State:a and local 
fficials, a~ military- honor

0 •·•.,;: · theguard, veteran,s...,-. groups, 
Andover Higlt S~~~9l· ~an~ and 8 
Clan McPherson·: ~ipe will . be 
participating i"...~J~- the, service 
of observance• tit1 

,1 ~j\."'J i.-~ 

Richard J. Bowen 

Our Village 
1875 to Now 

Unforgettable People,
Places, &Politics 

Local stores in Ballard Val 
were impressive places, an 
were quite often visited b 
unforgettable people back i 
the 1920's & 1930's. 

J. W Stark & Sons, Meats c 

Provisions, successor·to J. C 
Stark, was their name and th• 
sale of prime beef was-, theii 
game. Their butcher shop wai 
as clean as a whistle. It hac 
gas lamps, a freshly; scrubbec 
meat display table, and E 
round red oak chopping block. 
The hamburg was hand ground 
with a dash of pork for flavor 
and juice, and it was always 
ground twice. A kid could 
earn a hot dog if he ground up 
a few pounds of hambu~g. for 
Mr. Stark. When Mr. Stark 
died, the secret recipe for 
corning beef died with him. 

Politics was always the main 
subject at Stark's Market with 
Irving Shaw, Joe Stott, and 
Bill Ready participating each 
day'. Bill'- Ready' s horse, 
"Kitty," was always out front 
hitched to the b·uggy. She 
waited for Bill to win an 
argument once in a while, get 
his meat and Lawrence Evening 
Tribune, make. a "U" turn to· 
the horse watering-trough to 
le~ "Kitty" have 'a dri~k, and· 
head on· home. Amos Loomer, 
Purveyo~ of Prime Beef &Po~k~ 
stopped by once a week: with 
his meat truck, just to keep 
them honest. George Bruce 
used to kid them about. riggj.pg._ 
the price of hamburg a~ $.20 
per poµnd • .. ~ ••• k"1 

_ ~timled .m J>Bf!e 5. -· 

https://riggj.pg
https://memory.it


: .. $0 ,9n· ·to J;he j.ssue~ of. the I·'~~ s wit!;) its P.ple Hill ~:ub-. 
r di visions:· school 'busing; 
: oq-go:ing .traffic . ,(:Once:FpS ,· 
~atiss o'f th·e Communit'y Center 
'and~telpcat!hg of the 'Branch 
'. L._:i.brary; ~ponsp~in~ ~a Blood 
l 5?lif:-e~. ~illag,e.. .Clean-,up 
~t!,af-57. i1here 1.s no ~nd t,o .the 

concerns· that face the Organ-
iz,ation .. that s.till · ha.i; the 

'Social and .Civic Betterment of 
. their vill,a~e as their goal/ 
as they celebrate 70 years· of 

'' d~dicat:10·111 ·t·o 'their · town · in · 
: April 1986 • . 

•• ., -..• "D£•°!\ ••~•,H ,,--, 
i •• : , A, "'. » .,,.. •..  

..:-~, "4,1.·l't- -'~ .. ... G.p.; ,.,, ...... 

Ll,/E·nv s·i".ABL~, 
. • . -: "l4i~"'f"!"\? 

Hom', ·arid Carri~p~s lo JAi,, ·•: 
. .. 

)larlaml Sttett. t ';·x . ~11:vd \'ale· 



•. i 

........ t-1:,,i;.,. )fa•T'I C-11L·NcH, 1 ... , ...rrnrr. !\la••• 
11.-1-1..u,""•LC LITIIIA  Co, . C,,,,:,,.,. :-\\'c h:t.•C' ltf"l"a u,ina: ,-..,,,. l'prina: 
\\ alrt rwrr "nn· It wa, ti• •I 111au·d h1 1hr 1nurkf'l l\l~ui 
~•r ir,na •an. h b:1• now hrC'ntnr al•m••I .a nrrr~'"" 
an 011 1 hnat•r. a11d w, rlu r1 ••allv 11·1•mn1n1·1ul U tin •II 
lh1111,a, l~u daimul for ii. a, ia 1111t" l.1l• 1r -., alrr•• 

, ...,,., )AS. i.. 1r1n:11.1.,·, o.i:.A. 

· Eni8'Di&'. . · 1875 • • ~£ - ~,H 

I am cooip~sed or 22 letter~ ll 
4, 20, ~3, is.a weight;' m71, 1;·0, 
141 10, ~• mi!itar7 at11odard or ~2 
m7 3, 1G, 101 is a nickname i m1 15,, 
2, 22, is a ine:isure of distance; 017 1: 
O'; 21, ii a fcmllle iiomo; m7 12, 1: 
U3, i1 110& d~sir11blo to bo. My "ho! 
is ot ioc11lculablo"value lo Ballard Val1. .. 

Answer.to an Enigma on 
Page 5 ;_ . • 

https://Answer.to


"SHAWSH :EEN,"History of Our Churches Notice Any person desiring 
r'"' . to select nice'" -:;f,Holmes, (IJd stn:ai or home, th,r v.-::i:cr, !lor 

~ 1'<-;, • syrrounde~ by grassy- 1Platts, Through quiet Tile eel l:lcsdow; 
.A.c:ou thr tide tLe breeze~ b:or,~.',;,..,..."'1'1-.e Ballard Vale United and by Waters that ~a· neverre -And elowls mike light ad lliado,r;Church on Hall Avenue ;":.t~nd If' Ryley, after Raynor at any Tt.ro11;h fore,t ,hadc acd grr.s.j :liilc, 

.Clark Road, erected in ,.,1967, other time, but that ·Rolland Ad where tbe Jilic, Llowill;, 
Gi,·c tG the air U.cir fr:i;i-aiacc r.irc,represents the confluence '··of tumble in their nati:~e f purity Thr pea"ful 11·a:TCJ 11rc il:>ll'iD;:.tw~''df~o~~nations. ~~~=l{~rst between their Banks,of Greene, 

·was t>:the Methodist :~i!s,opal and where the Fimis bf the I Joi:C, OD thr i;raur b:iakJ 
Arid bc:.:ir the hlrdt' 1weet 1iD;ic;·,... which held informal ',services ~. :·tiniest fishes--though no h the a:raea nube1, tali and rant, as early as 1829, agaln in the Bigger than a Bean,--may be Alocz lhr brick up,pricJic&';

1840' s and received ~... its l tr.cc U.c rwcmer otthr wan,sf.•""' µ-_,. ...... '\ •._ 'discerned, no matter Howell Throuib ilcldJ of rra.i.a and cl11nr,charter in February 1850. .The 
To ll"hcrc tlir pcacc!lll r.atcr, Jc.nothef ,><: •representing"'l!'.1 several they may try to conceal them- The hWs of O:d ADdonr. 

denomfnations, was the13allard selves. To all who Lovejoy 
DI pndcr 1trc:i.112S 'lflT fe_ct bare 1aa1cd, Yale Union Society formed in and reJoyce in the beauties of D,- 1lrc&ms recol\·cc~ hi sto,,-;

March of 1850, becoruing the nature, our village ls open. lian 1eec U.e llud1011'1 p~adc 
la"!:,uliufiu11101110,,-;Union Congrega~ion !Church on Our .Rhodes are ·• good but!" 

Jluc 1ec11 lh.r ,rater, Jlula acil 1k:un,Walkers may take their choiceDecember 31, 1854. It was the 'IhI r.i:,id1 i11 c:11111molloc,of them, or the Fields or St. Lall"rc11cc, lir 1rlio.c lordl.r alr~mfourth church of th~t denom- Woods. The heart that could The lalca 11ow to 1bc occ11a.ination in town. ·Following a not Foster a love for such a l"Tc ~cd the loael,r ,cat,,- beatcentury of independence, the place must be Blunt to all ·• .A.1011: l'olomac•• aide; two churches mergea on April .Alter lhc march, la d111t 11111 best,feeling. It matters not2, 1955 to form 'the'" Ballard I hsrc bathed .ic Jamea' tide,whether you are'a Scott, or if lk•idc the b&Dkl of JtapidaaVale United Church and remains Irish, or from Holland or • Bare nrcd la wl~terqumcn;affiliated with both ·founding .Aud croucd, le face o! 1h01 and al.ell,Poland, or i.f your hands areconferences. The present 7bc l!arpaban11oc1:.'1 w:i.ten,Brown with toil, if you are astructure at Hall Avenue and Maon and without ::.Gile, we Somelaow, 110 matter where I roam,
Clark Road was occupied in .IIowcrer f11ir the aeeae,welcome you. _ " ._.,_
November 1967. lfy thoa:hts go b:i.c1:. to borhood'1 Lome. 

.&lid U.11ratcn, dear Sbaw,hcca;1875 For mo 110 gnu1dc:r rinr 1lo1r1,St. Josep~•s Roman Catholic .&lid ,rhea c::inh•• tic:1 l acTc:r, 
Church ~as erected in 1881 to lf•r I beside ill ,r11rc1 repo1c,-Did You Know? l11 peaceful 'lfaTc:1,-forcrcr. fill the needs of parishioners 
living in the southern section 1875~t the Craigh~ad and Kintz
of the town, although masses Co., besides making kerosene 0£D" ac.BOU.C .liov.s.& ·o.Y :fHZ au,.~had been celebrated since 1866 .. . .....lamp fixtures, made beautiful 
in a hall over the Boston and l'm &nadliit Oil falDUlar ,rroHJ, ·bronze plaques and other 

011 aoll tDdtarcd to meMaine depot. -The priests ,d~corative items before it was Bimaat tbouicbt. of btc &He d•r•,traveled by horseback weekly, destroy~d by fire :.on May 13, Of 7011111 111d l11f•11~7~ 
Old memorl•• come crowJla& r...r,but by the late 1870'~-~the 1898. ·, .Awl tear• mt c7elld• 411,hall had become inadequate and .. .A., I,... upOD tb1 rlllacd pile • 

014 4eboolbo11J11_ 1111 the blll. a small, wooden frame mission 
was built on High Street in "l'b101111ll S11mm~r•1 hot 1'n cllrub..S th• hill, 

Wbearo,ca wer11 l11 blow,1881. Like many of the .lad tnad&cd w'itb merl'J',c1&rcl•111&lr,
churches in Andover carriage T1uo111b wl11try 1lc,o& 111d 100w. . 

Tbete Xor•b h•L tc,plrCII mt heatlsheds for the horses and \Vitia lun•,Jllrd awcvUoL thrill;
buggies were built for those Rer m1mo17 I• :O.cre4• 

Ohl acboolbo111• oii lb• 11111.attending mass, some coming 
from as far away as Tewksbury i•he wall•llo>wcr 111J th• lwr i:r••o, 

, Creep o'er &111 w..u·, 10..S•I; · .and Wilmington-. St. Joseph's Tlmra bll1brla1 baa4 h•• marktd tlle 'P"'i 
'·has ·always been a mission '" ... --- Wlcll Mlkeol' 11r d«•7• . 

...,_,H_ •-, ..- lj \fbere mcrl'J' wolcu 11Cboc,l oace,.,..,......,..,.. ____ ····-- ----·-church, with a priest in at- -...-.....-·--····"· ' ....c-.. ....... ..t.11 DOW •• bu1bcd ud atilte 
tendance from St. Augustine's. · B•& 1ho11 art co& ala11• la cbaa1e, 

Ohl 4ehool 11...,,. 011 th• bUI, 

....--- ----------· Tb• ro~tbtul b~arla tlid aaL with me 
; lSallar.d l.folc l\9uprji~cments ! 1Jpo11 lht ro111h b•wa form• • 
I _ I . HaH perl,hc4 aa the 4o,rera r..i.tJ. S. STARK, lleCara the .L11&11ra11 a&orma. 

TlleJ ll11p lwaeada 111• wUlow• 1r•H,;PROVISION DEALER. ra tb• cb.uch7ard cal• .,..,1 ,tUI;. 
Tllo1& ab&IL ,cho 11..wcrmor• U.•lr 1081(1,·- . u~cr, l'Jrlr, 'llulton, L~mb, V~a.l, L:i.rd, U:unt (>IJ 1.:boolho111a 11a the hlll. • 

T. r. W • • &1111 >Cj,Cbblu. 

.Q11Jer. S~l1?ol If.Ju,~, .d,1Jc.1uJr Sltctl1 

I 

1867 
D.lLL.\UD V -'.LE, l.US:5, 

CRAIGHEAD & tlNTZ COMPANY, 
... .,a.ac............ ..... 



Roy Haynes, U.S. Postmaster 
&Grocer, was unforgettable to 
many of us in the 1920's. My 
brother, Jack, always enjoyed 
the thrill of picking out a 
nickel's worth of penny candy 
from Roy and, just before the 
·transaction was completed, 
he'd run for the

1 

door with me 
behind him. One (\ay Roy threw 
an egg at him, ~missed, and 
splattered the·stor~·wall. 

"-. ;; ..., ' "~-; ,{ . 
· George Bruce/·1u.s. Post-

master & Grocer., ·:took over 
ownership of Hayn.e§ '., ftore in 
the late 1920's·~ft:,er serving 
his apprentices~'ip •with Roy. 
George always had ·a way with 
kids. When he cl6sed the 
store at 9 :00 P•·fll•, we would 
wai} for him tb,. ts~y, "You 
don t have to go fellas, b"ut 

I ' ,, ' yo_u can t stay here I So-o-o, 
roll your hoops !•11• His stor'e 
was always a fun place to 
visit; and his wife, May, 
never minded how many times we 
asked, ·"Is there any mail for 
us?" She helped make our days 
in the ''Vale" pleasant. Ge9e 
Murnane, Dick Cooper, Dick 
Sherry, and Bob Greenwood 
served their apprenticeships 
at George Bruce's store. · 

Fred Buckley ran the sto're 
_at Church &Andover St£eets in 
the 19201s and. sold out to 
Fred Wrigley in the late 20's. 
Fred Wrigley was killed in the 
early 19301s, and· the store 
was sold to "the O'Briens." 
In the mid thirti~s, after a 
change in Washington politics, 
the post office was relocated 
to their store,·and Richard E. 
O'Brien became the U.S. Post-
master.· After Dick's untimely 
death, his wffe, Beatrice 
Scott O'Brien, b"!came our U.S. 
Postmistress until the office 
was placed under the Andover 
Postal Service in the 1960's. 

The "Nation Wide Store" at 
the Boston & Maine Railroad 
crossing ~as owned and 
_operated by our old friend, 
George ~heyne, with Bill Ri.ley 
as· his special assistant. 
George carried ·just about 
everything and lived by the 
old saying, "if we don't have 

it-ip1i -~-.d.oit'1: :need• 11(1~• 
GeoqF~.·:~,I~~d :}, several sfore 
helpef~~r~&_b1.~_l~aJ!Y J;~?rs 
in 'f]t !~~tY.•, busip.~s, 
inclp:g_\~g _. ~i}-.-,Hfi:tfi~-, [?m 
Lyne~"'-: :~i~ .· ~!J?onh~lt'; F~.,Pk 

.. Hagge:r;~k~ ~: ~uli~~~y ~- 'Willd 
John I\i!.kL~~~\:.~~l!-JV-~~r . ~lways
said h~ad riiorl:rtlian .thir:ty 
years ·t~~d •;th~~••:i,9qq ,, ·(the1 
coµnter);wstarting as a kid at 
his fat~!i.., st-ore, Poor & 

. ~iley ~-G~~_'rs, ,in the old 
"Bradlee·lii1iII at Ri-ver and'lit~ I. •Andover Streets; · 

,1 

.. • "~-~~, . '-j; \ 
Fred Shattuck Sr. ran the 

little .std£e \ilt Tewksbury & 
Center Streets apd in the late 
1920'~ it'::-o-1ia; t~ken -over by 
his sop;:-f.·Fre,d Jr:~~· Gasoline 
for your ''lirlJ.;t.zz;ie; II if you 
were lu~~y · e~~gh' 'lo· have one, 
was, ava1la~le an.d• was hand 
pum~ed~ ·oi1 ·~tor the kitchen 
stove or for lamps was sold 
there, and i~ 1.as a great stop 
for a can :Of soup, oandy, or 
tutti~frutti:-ice cream. The 
speed' '9f . tidrse·s . was quite 
often the main topic ~f con-
ver~at~oh ilf- ''Sh:attuck'·t. My 
father ..of,tE:~:-:~,old my old 
friend he late lrthur Ness and 
me, "If y_9u.<boys· kn~w your 
schnol leslci'ns'as well es the 
horses you •~~be·as smart . as 

· Steven. ByingtQn," the pard .of 
Ballara Vale·: -~~, · ::!;; · ·\ 

). ,..., ·:• . ~-·.. - ~. " 
,_, ,:.v,,;• ..,: l • ,. i y:•. ' •~ 

•~Parker' s·~o.n The · Shawsheen1 
' 

al~ays fes~int'ted us 'with its 
~arb)ej'S~~- f ou_~t~i,n. and 

1ce cream .ttables and. chairs. 
,) • ...11 .. .,,-~'?>l" -The canoe house and dQnce hall 

·on the •~Big--gRiver" t:opp~d it 
off. In th~id-thirties it 
was called !~e-Jack-0-Lantern 
Tea Room", but':as the smoke of 
World War ··1¼-~.as rising ,in 
Europe we. .. changing our 
ways and habits in s,mall-town 
America. ·War came to us, and 
our 1ittle ~downtown businesses\ · 
as we once were gone 
forever. '. \ 

Our old s~hool nous~, co~-
munity ..rooms, ,.~ and· 1ibra1J 

·:building ;fell victim ·~o , a 
poit°tic!11....~r~cki~g 'b,ap as the 
decade bf Jh~ 80 s approached. 
All of us had fond memories of 
our former town building that 

offered us Boy Scout & Girl 
Scout rooms, min~trel shows, 
dance hall, bridge & whist 
parties, e~c. Many of us had 
gr:ifp~F:JJ~~- __ ·. and_~ :-: great-
grandparenc~ wpo matriculated 
at,: ft~e ~JQJ} : SclJf ; House, 11 

bu1~:t,:long -1-before ~he Civil 
War .in~the late 1840's. 

tt; ! ... 
~radlee.'Schoo11 built in 

18~9_, ·;~tiJJ. stands today 
restored ·; to its original 
grandelir.,hy Frances P. Reilly. 
Old Bratliee still holds a lot 
of nosta1gfa for many of us in 
Ballar~.- V:a1e. Our ~~~ughts go 
back to ·our teachers, pleasant 
or ot~~~e, ...eff'd to the 
Mother'); _Ciub. of aonf ago and 
thf Bta<JJ.e~ ..P. 'f.A.. - of more 
recent d~fs. consider 
ourselves· ;~ettudtite·"to have 
go~e to t;}.l~ "Gld ~~.School, 11 

whete we all 'knew each other. 

In· remi,J!il~cj.ng, we must not 
forget -our three· houses of 
worship. in the ··"Vale"; St. 
Jos!ph'-s Church, The Congrega-
tional Church, and The 
Methodist Church. The latter 
two merged in somewhat recent 
years to become The United 
Church. They enriched and 
influenc~d -~ur lives, along 
with the :Bradlee School, to 
give us ·":t~_e _ c_losely knit 
friendli,ness : 1"that was so 
prevalent _in ··Be.ilard Vale in 
our time. · 

Today oid friends and new 
will ··be ·:greeting each other 
and ~haring haJ>PY thoughts as 
we ·celebrate · .. the 150th 
Anniversary· of >the naming of 
our -little .village, Ballard 
Vale. • · 

,. 
--Franklin K. Haggerty 

Did You Know? 

That trains from Boston ran 
excursions to ·the Grove on the 
Shaws!Jeen River ~in · Ballard 
Vale. . , . ;..

:i.. .- ..,> 

' J ... 
Enigma Answer: ·Boston 

·.·~1 and Maine Railroad 

https://remi,J!il~cj.ng


t~.i ~::. ~'t 

,..:J t•· '- •l 
I J 1 ~• 
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... ~· 
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f~ 
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1 
•1'" I .., ,t,I' I'-? ,, 

/ (the following article accompanied th ;s· map pro'duce'd 
I rl in 1915) , , t
t• 
I";"'-,. The new motor yacht "I.Jm. Ballard" of t~e Ballard 
r:; ,111 
":-' .. ; .., -'Line is built in a very unique manner, resting; . 

almost wholly,on the surface of the river, requir1ing~ 
but ten••inches of.1water when all of the thirty : ;t/ 
pa~sengers are on board. · 

~· .. ' , Th; s •excursion·; has; been likened to that of the 
J~ t~lawaha River of;Florida and is one of the 

natural _beauty spots of our Commonwealth. 

...i 

··rhe Andover Canoe Club Livery Canoes are l:iui1t to , 
a special design which is both safe and fast, being r.; 
particularly adapted to our beautiful stream. 

These Kennebec canoes may. be rented at 50 cents fo~ 
five hours any time except Sunday 2 to 5 and Holidays 
when triple rate is charged. ,, 

For the timid, we have an absolutely safe row boat. 

~• 
G 
,., 


